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African Regional Meeting on the Implementation of the Guidance on the 
Management of Disused Radioactive Sources 

 
Held Virtually from IAEA Headquarters, Vienna, Austria 

 
23 – 25 March 2021 

 
 

Report of the Chairman 
 
 

1. An African regional meeting on the implementation of the Guidance on the Management of 
Disused Radioactive Sources (Guidance), was held from 23 to 25 March, 2021, virtually 
from IAEA Headquarters in Vienna, under the chairmanship of Mr Faradally A. Ollite 
(Mauritius). 

2. The meeting was attended by 60 experts from 27 Member States of Africa region: Angola, 
Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Togo, Uganda, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and by 9 observers from Canada and USA. 

The Scientific Secretaries for the meeting were Ms O. Makarovska (Division of Radiation, 
Transport and Waste Safety) and Mr T. Hayes (Division of Nuclear Security). 

3. The objective of the meeting was to enable Member States of the Africa region to exchange 
experiences in relation to the management of disused radioactive sources, as recommended 
by the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources and the Guidance 
on the Management of Disused Radioactive Sources; to provide guidance on the safe 
management and secure protection of disused radioactive sources; and to discuss the 
national and regional challenges faced by regulatory bodies and other stakeholders in this 
area. All recommendations of the meeting will be reported to the August 2021 Code of 
Conduct meeting to be held virtually at IAEA Headquarters in Vienna.   

4. The meeting was open by Ms Elena Buglova, Director of the Division of Nuclear Security. 
She stressed that despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we need to continue to hold key 
discussions related to the safety and security of radioactive sources and remain engaged to 
collectively ensure the safety and security of radioactive sources throughout their complete 
life-cycle. Ms Buglova encouraged States to provide political support to the Guidance if this 
has not already been done. She enforced that the security of radioactive sources remains a 
priority for Members States and the IAEA and that Member States committed to 
“maintaining effective security of radioactive sources throughout their life cycle, consistent 
with the objectives of the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive 
Sources and its supplementary guidance documents” through a Ministerial Declaration of the 
2020 International Conference on Nuclear Security (ICONS 2020), and that this also includes 
the Guidance on the Management of Disused Radioactive Sources. Ms Buglova also 
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highlighted the important role that radioactive sources serve in society while stressing that 
ensuring the safety and security of radioactive sources is an ongoing effort that continues 
throughout the source life-cycle, the more so when the sources become disused and that 
effective end of life management plans are needed for disused sources as outlined in the 
Guidance to reduce the probability of disused sources falling out of regulatory control and 
potentially contributing to accidental exposure or their use in malicious acts. 

5. Opening of the meeting was continued by Mr Peter Johnston, Director of the Division of 
Radiation, Transport and Waste Safety, Department of Nuclear Safety and Security. In the 
opening remarks of Mr Johnston, it was noted that there is very wide-spread acceptance of 
the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources and strong support of 
its supplementary Guidance. Mr Johnston highlighted that political commitment to the Code 
and Guidance provisions and implementation assist global improvements of the control and 
protection of radioactive sources, including safety and security of the disused radioactive 
sources. However, he noted that we can never be complacent, and that efforts should 
continue in all circumstances, in particular the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr Johnston 
emphasized the importance of political commitment to the Guidance on the Management of 
Disused Radioactive Sources and brought participants attention to the fact that political 
commitment to the Guidance is a good starting point for establishing or revising of the 
National Policy and Strategy, legislations and regulations for the management of disused 
sources. He stressed on the fact that the results of the survey, conducted as part of the 
preparation of this meeting, clearly demonstrate that we need more efforts in the Africa 
region to reach sustainable implementation of the recommendations of the Guidance. Mr 
Johnston noted that the conclusions and recommendations of the meeting will inform IAEA 
activities and may also be used in national action plans to improve the safety and security of 
disused radioactive source.  

6. Mr F. Ollite, Chair of the meeting provided some final opening remarks.  Mr Ollite 
highlighted the opportunities derived by Mauritius following its commitment to the IAEA 
Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources, and the more so to the 
supplementary Guidance, which have led to a significant improvement in the protection and 
control of radioactive sources in the country. Mr Ollite also stressed on the importance for 
effective management of disused sealed sources. In conclusion, Mr Ollite encouraged all 
States in the region to contribute to the IAEA efforts in enhancing the safety and security of 
radioactive source by expressing political commitment to the Code and its supplementary 
Guidance.  

7. Presentations on topics relevant to the safety and security of disused radioactive sources 
were delivered in plenary sessions during the meeting by representatives of the IAEA 
Secretariat and the invited participants. All presentations will be made available to 
participants on a secured shared webpage 1 . Therefore, their detailed contents are not 
replicated in this report and only a short summary is provided below. 

 

                                                 
1 Participant Shared Space   
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Overview of the IAEA Activities to Support the Code and Supplementary Guidance 
Implementation 

8. The Secretariat (Ms. O. Makarovska, NSRW) provided participants with an overview of the 
provisions of the Guidance on the Management of Disused Radioactive Sources. Ms 
Makarovska provided examples of the areas where further progress in the Africa region is 
necessary: financial mechanisms in national strategies; decision making process for 
designating a disused source as radioactive waste; setting time limits for the short-term 
storage  and providing it in a manner that  does not preclude future management options; 
long-term storage availability; “return to supplier” agreements  that are supported by 
resources and revised systematically; disposal programme development. She stressed the 
benefits of the political commitment to the Guidance: establishment or revision of the 
National Policies and Strategies for the Management of Disused Sources; implementation of 
comprehensive safety and security requirements and strong regulatory control over disused 
sources; allocation of resources for the future management of disused sources before their 
acquisition; promoting the reuse and recycling of disused sources; addressing the issues 
related to the return to supplier in advance, before sources are imported; identification of 
national sites for consolidation and safe and secure storage of disused sources for future 
disposal; safe and secure management of recovered disused and orphan sources. Ms 
Makarovska drew the attention of the sources importing States that exporting States may 
evaluate infrastructure for the management of disused sources in importing States before 
authorizing the export. She highlighted political commitment to the Guidance is a positive 
signal to the exporting States in this sense. Ms Makarovska encouraged participants to 
consider political commitment to the Guidance and stressed that no formal obligations follow 
such commitment as the Code and its Supplementary Guidance are non-legally binding. 

9.  The Secretariat (Mr T. Hayes, NSNS) reviewed the results of the regional survey on 
implementation of the Guidance provided to participants in advance of the meeting. Mr 
Hayes noted that, regionally, the Guidance provisions are being implemented under existing 
regulatory requirements but there appears to be specific challenges in relation to the 
Guidance provisions on National Policy and Strategy, transport, short-term storage, 
agreements related to return of sources to suppliers, and international and domestic 
cooperation. Based on the results on the survey, implementation provisions of the Guidance 
related to short-term interim storage appeared to have good progress due to international 
cooperation, however it remains a challenge for about a quarter of Africa region States. It 
was noted that the survey was used to identify the thematic topics for the country group 
discussion sessions on Day 2 of the meeting and will be included in the global results 
presented in August 2021.  

10. The Secretariat (Ms M. Assi, IEC) provided an overview of the International Emergency 
Centre (IEC) assistance and support to Member States in preparedness and response to the 
events involving disused sources. Ms Assi provided guidance on the appropriate IAEA safety 
standards and other publications; advised States how to request IAEA assistance in the case 
of the emergency with disused sources and how to use RANET as an operational tool to 
implement the Assistance Convention and for States to request or provide international 
assistance in cases of radiological emergencies upon request. 
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11. Mr B. D. Siwila, Chief Executive Officer of the National Regulator Radiation Protection 
Authority of Zambia reported on results of the 2019 Africa Regional Workshop on the 
Implementation of the Guidance on the Management of Disused March 2019. The following 
challenges were reported: establishment of national policy and strategy for the management 
of disused sources; development of specific regulations for safety and security of radioactive 
sources; empowerment of the national regulatory bodies with adequate human and financial 
resources; availability of facilities for the conditioning and long term storage of disused 
sources; development of disposal programs;  limited experience in reuse and recycling of 
disused sources; absence of financial guarantees for the return of sources to suppliers; 
absence of strategies for the recovery of orphan sources.  

12. The Secretariat (Mr D Bennett, NSRW) presented an update on ongoing and new IAEA 
initiatives for the safe management of disused radioactive sources. Mr Bennett noted that 
support of the IAEA to the Member States in improving safety and security of disused sealed 
radioactive sources (DSRS) has a long-term goal for Member States to have the capability to 
safely and securely manage DSRS independently. He noted that support is being provided by 
the development and implementation of international Safety Standards  and supporting 
documents (list of the new publications was provided), by executing Secretariat functions for 
the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste 
Management & for the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources, 
by supporting States in the development of national policies and strategies and safety 
regulations for management of disused sources, by providing assistance at all steps2 in the 
management and regulation of disused sources, in conducting safety assessments, 
development of safety cases and peer reviews of facilities and  activities involving disused 
sources. This support is provided through the technical cooperation projects, events, training, 
procurement and other forms of assistance. Mr Bennet provided examples of the different 
projects in conditioning, storage and disposal of DSRS. 

13. The Secretariat (Mr J. Carlos Benitez-Navarro and Mr W. Stewart, NEFW) provided an 
update on the management options for DSRS, including recovery and repatriation efforts. Mr 
Stewart and Mr Benitez-Navarro highlighted the Guidance from the viewpoint of each 
responsible party as the requirements impact the different roles distinctly.  Management 
issues with DSRS were highlighted to demonstrate common issues faced by Member States.  
Responsibilities for end user/licensee were highlighted stepping through the Guidance and 
focusing on the management options.  Examples of projects from Africa region involving 
each management options in the Guidance were discussed together with the specific points to 
consider while making the decision regarding each step of the source life cycle (when DSRS 
become disused, reuse, recycling collection, conditioning, storage, disposal). After covering 
all the technical management options, a brief history of IAEA projects demonstrating 
management options from the Guidance were presented. 

14. The Secretariat (Mr T.G. Hailu, NSRW) familiarized participants with the “Scrap Metal Tool 
Kit” developed by IAEA. Mr Hailu highlighted that the “Scrap Metal Tool Kit” is a 
collaboration and information platform for developing capabilities and knowledge sharing in 

                                                 
2 Search (administrative and physical) and recovery; transport and handling, conditioning, storage, removal, 
disposal 
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activities related to the control of radioactive material inadvertently incorporated into scrap 
metal or semi-finished products of the metal recycling industries. In his presentation, Mr 
Hailu provided an overview of the information that is available in the platform which 
includes a database of sources, publications, case studies and reference to relevant E-
Learning courses. Mr Hailu informed the participants that the “Scrap Metal Tool Kit” is 
continually being developed and improved, and encouraged users to provide input and 
feedback. 

 

Summary on the Country Presentations on Implementation of the Guidance 

15. Ms H. Idihia presented the Moroccan experience in implementing the Guidance on the 
management of disused radioactive sources. Ms Idihia described the legislative and 
regulatory framework and provisions made therein for management of disused sources, the 
assigned roles and responsibilities for the safe and secure management of disused sources, 
the draft of national policy and safety, long-term storage and conditioning of the disused 
sources, the security measures being implemented, and the draft national strategy on orphan 
sources recovery. Ms Idihia concluded that implementation of the National Policy and 
Strategy for radioactive waste management will further ensure the safe and secure 
management of disused sources. 

16. Ms I. Tremblay shared the experience of Canada in the management of disused radioactive 
sources.  Ms Tremblay provided a brief overview of the Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission (CNSC) regulatory framework for radioactive sources and presented practical 
case study of source recovery. The following important aspects of regulatory regime for 
disused sources were highlighted: CNSC authorizes a licence revocation only when all 
inventory disposed of or transferred; records of transfers, receipts, disposal or abandonment 
must be kept; licensees are responsible for the safe recovery of lost and stolen sources; 
CNSC takes action when the sealed source owner cannot be identified or the entity cannot be 
held responsible; sealed source tracking system, national registry and annual inventory 
compliance.  Ms Tremblay described the continuous Guidance implementation improvement 
roadmap: national policy and strategy on the management of disused sources establishment; 
time limits for short-term storage of disused sources establishment; regulatory process for 
designating a disused source as radioactive waste development; assessment of importing 
state’s capacity to manage disused sources. The following special challenges of the disused 
sources management were stressed for licensees with large number of storage locations; 
licensees with large number of sources not in use; licensees that are not fully cognizant of 
their regulatory obligations.  

Ms Tremblay described financial guarantees in the format of contributory insurance policy 
that came into force in 2015. It allows licensees to use low-cost insurance to fulfil the 
requirement for financial guarantee. Insurance policy is between the CNSC and an insurance 
company and CNSC is the sole insured party. The insurance covers only the costs incurred 
by the CNSC, should the CNSC have to intervene. A financial guarantee does not change the 
licensee’s obligation for the safe and secure termination of licensed activities and facilities. 
However, financial guarantee is planning for future obligations and avoiding transferring 
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liability to the taxpayers or other non-nuclear related entities. Ms Tremblay concluded that 
CNSC remains committed to continuous improvements in the management of disused sealed 
sources in accordance with the Guidance on the Management of Disused Radioactive 
Sources. 

17. Cameroon’s experience in the management of disused sources was presented by Dr. Beyala 
Ateba. Status of nuclear safety and security regulation of disused sources, assistance received 
from IAEA and DOE/USA and challenges in the area of disused sources safety and security 
were covered. In particular, 46 disused sources have been located nationwide and 16 have 
been collected and securely stored at the interim storage facility. He also highlighted the 
assistance received from the IAEA which included: the expert  mission in 2020 that assisted 
to revise the national policy and strategy documents for radioactive waste management as 
well as to define the management options of disused sealed radioactive sources; training of 
the staff members from Cameroon regulatory body at IAEA "Regional (AFRA) Training 
Course on demonstration operation on Conditioning and storage of Neutron and Low 
Activity Gamma Sources” in 2019;  procurement of all necessary equipment for conditioning 
operation  planned for 2021 and the on-the-job training at the regional level. The national 
interim storage facility funded by the DoE/USA has been constructed. This facility is 
provided with all security measures required by national regulations.  

 Dr. Beyala Ateba reported the following challenges: discussions with the stakeholders, 
drafting of the waste management regulation; finalisation of the radioactive waste 
management guide and associated procedures. It is noted that Cameroun will organize a 
conditioning operation for DSRS with the support of the IAEA, and has initiated the process 
of repatriation two Category 1 Co-60 disused sealed sources located in Douala General 
Hospital. 

18. The experience of Uganda in the management of disused sources was presented by Mr Deo 
Sekyanzi. Uganda has developed draft regulations for Radioactive Waste Management and 
two guides that cover the safe and secure management of disused sources, namely the 
Guidelines for the management of disused sealed radioactive sources and Guidelines to 
decommission facilities with disused radioactive sources. The regulations assign prime 
responsibility of disused sources management to the owner of the source, empowers 
regulatory body to determine the method to safely manage a disused sealed source in cases 
where the owner of the source cannot be identified or does not exist anymore, require 
licensees to return of the disused sources to the manufacturer or supplier. The National 
programme for disused sources started with national inventory of radiation sources including 
disused sources (2012-2019).  Sources were registered. In 2017 a National Strategy for 
Regaining Control over Orphan Sources was developed with the assistance of the IAEA. The 
regulatory body in Uganda conducted a search and secure program between 2017 & 2018. In 
2017, Uganda received assistance from IAEA through an expert mission to develop the 
Safety Case for the Interim Radioactive Source Storage Facility (IRSSF). In 2018, the 
regulatory body constructed/commissioned the Interim Radiological Source Storage Facility 
(IRSSF) to store orphan and disused radioactive sources. Through the assistance provided by 
the IAEA under project “Strengthening Radioactive waste management in Africa”, the 
conditioning facility was fully equipped for the conditioning and interim storage of disused 
sources. The regulatory body also benefited the assistance of the United States Department of 
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Energy, for the security upgrades for the IRSSF. In 2019, Uganda hosted over 10 African 
member states during an IAEA expert mission for demonstration exercise for conditioning of 
low activity gamma and neutron sources. The current challenges of Uganda are: lack of 
return agreement for the legacy sources and the high cost of repatriation of sources; public 
acceptance for the IRSSF and the conditioning facility; lack of a National Policy for the 
Management of Disused Radioactive Sources. Uganda plans with the assistance of IAEA to 
dismantle, condition and repatriate two high activity Co-60 radioactive sources. 

The Cameroon and Uganda experience demonstrate progress that is made for the safe and 
secure management of disused sources using systematic approach in implementing Guidance 
provisions and IAEA and bilateral assistance.  

Following the presentations, discussion sessions were held. Participants discussed the 
involvement of the regulatory body in the transfer of the disused sources by operator to the 
storage facility; regulatory involvement in the reuse/recycle procedures; assistance  in the 
form of expert missions and guidance documents3 that are offered  by IAEA to the States 
which have not yet developed a policy and strategy for the management of disused sources; 
Canadian insurance program and if potential risk exists that licensees rely on that insurance 
as their primary means to arrange for disposal; the challenges of deciding when and who 
decides that a radioactive source should be designated as a disused source and how long a 
disused source can be stored at the user’s site. 

 
Country Groups Sessions  

19. Prior to the meeting, participants were divided into three Country Groups that worked in 
parallel virtual sessions on 24 March 2021 to discuss 3 topics.  These topics were identified 
from the results of the regional survey: Group A Topic – Short-term and long-term storage of 
disused radioactive sources; Group B Topic – Short-term Storage as a Necessary Interim 
Step in Implementing Disused Source Management Options; Group C Topic – Return to 
supplier option and User’s Agreement with the Supplier.  Country Groups were chaired by:  
Group A – Mr M.S. Tall, Senegal (Senegal); Group B – Mr B. Siwila (Zambia) and  Group 
C - Ms H. Idihia (Morocco). Group Chairs were supported by IAEA staff Ms O. Makarovska, 
Mr T. Hayes, Mr Y. El Abbari and Mr W. Stewart. Group A had discussions in French as 
same was the common language for Group A countries. 
 
Summary of Group Discussions  
 

20. Group A discussions’ summary is as follows: 

- Establishment of a National Policy and Strategy on the Management of Disused 
Sources stimulates effective short-term management of disused sources; 

                                                 
3 IAEA standard “National Policies and Strategies for the Safety of Radioactive Waste and Spent Fuel Management, 
Decommissioning and Remediation” (DS526 under development) 
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- The short-term storage can be a solution selected by the country only if there is no 
infrastructure for disused sources management options (long-term storage and 
disposal, reuse and recycling, return to the supplier); 

- If no time-limit established because there are no other managements options the 
situation can be improved by enhancement of regulatory control (frequency on 
inspection, requirement of storage at the users); 

- Centralized management will improve the safety and security of disused sources and 
availability of long-term centralized storage facility should be provided; 

- Countries stressed the following safety and security risks associated with not 
establishing a time-limit for short-term storage: 

o The loss of control of sources is a very prominent risk if there is no time limit 
for short term storage; 

o User’s personnel in most cases are not well qualified to properly manage 
disused sources. Hence the sooner the transfer to a qualified organization the 
better the risk is properly dealt with. 

and proposed potential improvements: a national inventory of sources, search for the 
orphan sources that should be properly conditioned and placed in interim storage; 

- Countries stressed that if there is no disposal option available the purpose of long-
term storage is to ensure that disused sources are in good safety and security 
conditions, until a permanent pathway will be in place.  The long-term storage is 
solution in place for found orphan sources as it allows their proper conditioning, 
alongside disused sources, and their storage in a safe and secure manner; and 

- Countries in the region are facing many common challenges, therefore, sharing 
national experiences is one of the key elements to improve access to long-term 
storage. Existing networks should be used. Also identifying regionally common needs 
in long-term storage will facilitate the provision of assistance from potential partners. 

21. Group B discussions’ summary is as follows:  

- Many States need assistance to develop and implement a National Policy and Strategy 
on the Management of Disused Sources; 

- The main challenges in the development and approval of the National Policy and 
Strategy are: long time needed to approve it at the Governmental level; identifying 
responsibilities and arrangements, including funding for the management of disused 
sources; development of a national disposal programme for disused sources; 

- The regulatory infrastructure is mainly in place in relation to ensuring control over 
sources throughout life-cycle; 
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- Guidance provisions on the legislation, regulations and regulatory body functions for 
the safety and security of disused radioactive sources may use as a check list when 
developing/ revising national documents;  

- Countries have challenges in establishing regulations’ requirements on the financial 
guarantees’ mechanisms: not all mechanisms are appropriate in the situation with 
limited disused sources management infrastructure and knowledge and IAEA advice 
is needed; 

- Based on regulatory provisions, countries encourage and enforce users that provide 
short-term storage at the site to transfer disused sources to the specialized storage 
facilities; 

- Short-term storage: 

o Limitation of the short-term storage needs to be supported by the procedure 
that allows RB to designate the source as disused independently from the user 

o Not all Countries have clear definitions of the short-term and long-term 
storage and thus, do not have specific requirements for these different 
activities, use of the definitions from the Guidance may be recommended 

- More guidance is needed in development of the regulatory requirements for the reuse 
and recycling; and 

- Countries reported that most of the powers to ensure disused sources safety and 
security requirements are in place, however not all regulatory bodies have power to 
cease/confiscate the disused sources in the special circumstances. 

 
22. Group C discussions’ summary is as follows: 
  

Group C reported that experience in the implementation of the “return to supplier” 
disused sources management option is different, for example: 

 
- Sales agreements needed between the licensee and seller.  No financial agreements 

mandated. Licensee should reserve profits from the use for return;  

- Copy of agreement has to go to the RB to ensure the agreement exists prior to 
importation. Government budget is used in emergency; and 

- Return to supplier agreement is necessary and within a specified period as well.  
Transport, packaging arrangement must be established.  Cost Estimation is necessary 
as well. 

 

Countries listed actions to strengthen “return to supplier” agreements in order to assist 
States in returning disused sources to the supplier: IAEA may approach suppliers to 
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explain the issues associated with return of disused sources to their suppliers; IAEA may 
develop comprehensive guidelines on return of disused sources to supplier. Countries 
stressed that regulatory body should require immediate notification when the source is 
disused.   

Countries agreed that: 

-  it is responsibility of the regulatory body to establish requirements for the “return to 
supplier’ agreement and to supervise compliance with these requirements; and 

- prior to authorizing the acquisition / import, the regulatory body should verify that the 
licensee has taken into consideration the costs of returning the source to the supplier 
and that financial provisions are in place for the management of the disused source 
(agreement must state the cost of return, money could be put in a Governmental 
account, cost can increase due to long term use of the source so cost must be revisited 
periodically, agreement should be verified, however verification of the cost is a 
challenge).  

In discussions participants provided examples of notable practices: 

- Guidance provisions were included into their national legislation and after that new 
regulations were developed that include all provisions that Guidance advice to include for 
the safety and security of disused sources; and 

- Even if the political commitment to the Guidance has not yet been done, development or 
amendment of the legislation on radiation safety and nuclear security is used to ensure 
that all provisions from the Guidance are included into national legislation and 
regulations. 

23. The meeting included quizzes and interactive activities on the Guidance and meeting feed-
back.    

24. Conclusions 

- Political commitment to the Guidance on the Management of Disused Radioactive 
Sources gives Member States an opportunity to amend legislation and revise/develop 
regulations to include important provisions in the legislation, regulations and regulatory 
body functions for the safety and security of disused radioactive sources; 

- The national long-term storage and conditioning facility and disposal programme 
development should be a part of the national strategy; and 

- Countries in the region are facing many common challenges, therefore, sharing national 
experiences how Guidance provisions are implemented is important. Identifying regional 
common needs in the infrastructure for the disused sources management including long-
term storage and conditioning facilities will facilitate the provision of assistance from 
potential partners.  
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The main challenges or areas for improvement highlighted by this meeting are the 
following: absence of the approved by the Government National Policy and Strategy on 
the Management of Disused Sources; funding for disused sources management; 
elaboration of the mechanisms of financial guarantees for the management of the sources 
once they have become disused; “return to supplier” agreement requirements and 
regulatory supervisions;  short-term storage regulation; not available national long-term 
storage and conditioning facility; absence of the detailed requirements for the “return to 
supplier” agreement and supervision of the compliance with these requirements. 

25. Recommendations 

Considering the presentations made in plenary session, the results of the survey submitted 
prior to the meeting, the national presentations and the discussions that have taken place 
during the meeting, the following notes for IAEA Secretariat are made about the areas 
where more guidance/assistance is needed:  

a) establishing of regulatory requirements for the financial guarantees’ mechanisms and 
guidance how to evaluate which ones are the most appropriate for the specific 
national circumstances; 

b) approaching suppliers to explain the issues associated with return to supplier and 
development of comprehensive guidelines on return of disused sources to their 
suppliers; 

c) procedure that allows the regulatory body to designate the source as disused and 
requirements/licensing conditions on the limitation of the short-term storage; and 

d) Reuse and recycling regulatory provisions and practice. 

 
 
 
 
 

Faradally A. Ollite, Chairman 
25 March 2021




