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of science was developed dur-
ing my high school days study-
ing biology.  I also worked at a 
local department store, and al-
ways believed that my experi-
ence selling merchandise made 
me a persuasive grant writer.  
So, regardless of your roots and 
background, every experience 
will influence and help you in 
the future.  I was fortunate to 
have parents who believed that 
education was the foundation 

ture.  I grew up in West Sacra-
mento, California on my 
parent’s vegetable farm.  My 
discovery of entomology began 
with observations of lady bee-
tles devouring aphids, meta-
morphosis of caterpillars into 
butterflies, and spider mites de-
stroying our neighbor’s field 
crop.  Grade school days were 
filled with after school farm 
chores, livestock projects, and 
raising horses.  A strong sense 

R ecently retired from 
the work force, I have 

been fortunate in my daugh-
ter’s opinion to have evolved 
during the greatest historic 
changes in society and sci-
ence.  Indeed, the advance-
ment of women has been ex-
tensive throughout my life.  
As my daughter begins her 
scientific career, my past can 
serve as a window into her fu-

FFN interview with  

Victoria Y. Yokoyama  
victoria.yokoyama.science@gmail.com 
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Vicky as an M.S. Graduate student 

University of California, Berkeley (Photo: Vicky Yokoyama) 
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for success.   

Microbiology seemed to be my call-
ing, a common woman’s profession, 
when I began college.  However, my 
instructor told me that entomolo-
gists had more opportunity for em-
ployment.  I was always aware that 
occupations in the food production 
industries ensured an economically 
viable future.  I completed my B.S. at 
University of California at Davis with 
a major in entomology and minor in 
food science and technology.   
 

My peers were primarily male stu-
dents, who were encouraging, and I 
was very motivated to excel.  My ex-
perience in undergraduate school 
reinforced my belief that successful 
people surround themselves with 

those who are helpful and foster posi-
tive attitudes.  Adversity and negativity 
can be readily dismissed as a waste of 
mental entertainment. 
 

After undergraduate graduation, I de-
cided to travel to the Pacific and attend-
ed graduate school at University of Ha-
waii.  My interest focused on subtropi-
cal horticulture, and in the Islands I 
discovered tephritid fruit flies.  After a 
semester, I returned to California to 
complete my graduate program at Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley.  The 
Vietnam War was coming to an end, the 
feminist movement was opening new 
opportunities, and we were still using 
typewriters and landline phones.  I at-
tained my M.S. and Ph.D. at Berkeley 
and worked on my doctorate in table 

Olive fruit fly Bactrocera oleae (Photo Rollin Coville-California) 



grape research in Fresno  at U.C. Kearney 
and the USDA-ARS.  My experiences at 
Berkeley helped me develop many long-
term survival techniques.  Think positive 
and believe that you can accomplish any 
reasonable task or overcome any obstacle, 
mental or physical.  Your specialization 
and endeavor makes you a leading authori-
ty so be confident within the scientific 
community.  Develop your work to bring 
you joy and a strong sense of accomplish-
ment.  Seek the companionship of those 
who aspire to achieve, and assist others.  
Experience new activities and intellectual 
stimulating events.  Broaden and enrich 
your life and diversify your interests and 
studies.  Observe and embrace the envi-
ronment and world around you.   

 

Leaving Berkeley as a new Ph.D., I trav-

elled through Europe and finally settled in 
New York City to work at Columbia Pres-
byterian Hospital in cellular immunology.  
After a few months, I decided to return to 
California to join the Biology Faculty at 

California State University at Long Beach in 
the Los Angeles area.  Teaching was a very de-
manding profession, and I remained until at-
taining tenure.  During this period, I supple-
mented my income as a flight instructor at the 
local airport.  My second avocation helped me 
stay active in agriculture and I used small air-
craft to fly to cotton research sites in the San 
Joaquin Valley.  Although one may specialize in 
the biological sciences, diversification allows 
other avenues of employment enabling one to 
support themselves during economically chal-
lenging times.  Women must also consider and 
manage a work-life balance between family and 
occupation.  Sometimes, you just need to focus 
on matters of importance. 

 

One will probably change jobs at least a few 
times in their career in search of the most re-
warding work environment and capacity for 

achievement and ad-
vancement.  I re-
turned to the USDA-
ARS in Fresno to de-
velop quarantine 
methods to control 
pests in fruit and hay 
exported from the 
western states to Pa-
cific Rim markets.  
Hay research for live-
stock feed was a fa-
miliar subject as a 
staple commodity 
since my childhood 
farm life.  My job gave 
me the opportunity to 
work with a diversity 
of people from many 
countries.  My studies 
with fruit flies began 
with walnut husk fly 

which is indigenous to the U.S. and was a po-
tential export threat.  Later, I developed strate-
gies to control olive fruit fly which was acci-
dentally introduced into California where table 
olives for grown for the nation.  My job provid-
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Vicky as Associate Professor, laboratory at California State University, 

Long Beach.  
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ed a vast resource for a productive scien-
tific career with economic impact for U.S. 
farmers.  The greatest technological chang-
es occurred during this period.  When I 
first started working, we published our re-
search with typed hardcopies of manu-
scripts sent by mail to publishers.  When I 
retired, my most recent olive fruit fly paper 
was published electronically with free 
online access to reprints.  The ability to use 
email and social media places international 
colleagues as close as global time differ-
ences allow, and can be used to the fullest 
extent to communicate within the scientific 
community. 

 

I attribute success in the workplace to a 
sense of humor, setting realistic goals, and 
developing alternative plans if the course of 
action is not succeeding.  One needs to be 
surrounded by supportive people and or-
ganizations that are a resource for commu-
nications, accomplishment and success.  I 
found such a resource in the Entomological 
Society of America, in which I was 
acknowledged as a Fellow and Honorary 
Member.  Those who do not have access to 
large scientific organizations can seek spe-
cialized groups such as the Tephritid Fruit 
Fly Workers to announce and disseminate 
information.  In the era of electronic pub-
lishing, many opportunities are available to 
report your scientific findings.   

 

One year has passed since I retired from 
my last job where I once pivoted my life-
style.  I am now able to revolve around my 
family and home.  However, I have not ex-
perienced a leisurely life as new tasks 
quickly developed to replace the job orient-
ed projects.  The difference is the freedom 
to schedule daily choices, although the fun-
damental skills, aspirations, and need to 
set goals remains. One’s inner strength will 
carry you through every aspect of life.  

Happiness, courage and humor are good attrib-
utes to nurture.  Your family, friends, and work-
ing colleagues can help guide you in positive di-

rections.  As new horizons open for  

me, I hope you will experience my joys in life, a 
satisfying and productive career, and maintain 
an attitude that will keep you forever young. 

FFN #33 

Vicky presenting olive fruit fly research at Olive 
bioteq 2014, International Conference for Olive 
Tree and Olive Products, Amman, Jordan, 3-6 

November 2014.   
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Vicky at Walnut husk fly field research in a Cali-

fornia walnut orchard (USDA-ARS, Fresno, CA) 
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3rd Meeting of Tephritid Workers of Europe, Africa and the Middle East  

Stellenbosch, South Africa 

11-14 April 2016,  

 

 

 

How was it? 
Summary  

The third international symposium of TEAM (Tephritid Workers of Europe, Africa and the Middle 

East) took place in Stellenbosch, South Africa 

from 11 till 14 April 2016. TEAM is a regional 

network of researchers dealing with different 

aspects of tephritid fruit fly (Diptera: Tephriti-

dae) research. These symposia are organized 

every four years and this was the first that took 

place on the African continent (previous two 

were in Spain and Greece).  

 

The actual oral and poster presentations, as 

well as the accommodation and the majority of 

the social events took place at the Spier Wine 

Farm outside Stellenbosch town. This estate 

has a conference centre, exhibition space, 

break away rooms, restaurant and hotel 

rooms, hence allowing the participants to be in 

one place for most of the time which facilitates 

the networking and interaction. 

  

The organization of the symposium was lar-

gely conducted by a local organizing team of 

fruit fly researchers from different south Afri-

can institutions, assisted by the chairperson of 

the TEAM group. Practical logistic and admi-

nistrative issues were dealt with by a profes-

sional congress convener. Compilation of the 

scientific program was done by the scientific 

committee that comprised the local organizing 
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team as well as the members of the TEAM steering committee. A dedicated website was designed 

and developed for information exchange with the 

TEAM research community, as well as electronic re-

gistration and abstract submission.  

 

In total 144 delegates from 34 countries registered 

and were present, including 110 delegates from 20 

African countries, as well as 30 student delegates. 

The high number of African delegates was a novel 

event and demonstrates the awareness and impor-

tance given by several national governments to 

research on this group of agricultural pests. The rela-

tively high number of students (the majority of which 

were presenting their research results) also shows 

that a new generation of fruit fly researchers is being 

groomed for the future. The attendance of these two 

groups was also only possible because of the inten-

sive sponsorship by different players from both the 

public and private sector, through which travel and 

accommodation could be paid for a large number of 

them and the total price for registration could be 

kept low and at an affordable level to a larger com-

munity.   

 

The program of the symposium consisted of plena-

ry speakers, and talks grouped in nine different ses-

sions, over a period of three days, covering all major 

research aspects. Poster presentations were displayed throughout the whole duration of these three 

days in an adjacent room. A special afternoon was 

specifically earmarked for poster viewing (with the 

request of authors being present near their posters in 

order to reply to questions), but could be consulted 

throughout the whole duration of the symposium. In 

total, 49 oral presentations (including three plenary 

talks) were given during the three days, and 61 pos-

ters were on display (List of oral and poster pre-

sentations).  

 

The fourth day provided the optional possibility to 

partake in one of two choices of excursions in the 

Cape region. Both excursions included visits to horti-

cultural farms (vineyards, citrus growers), post-harvest packaging facilities and demonstration of 

control measures (including SIT). In addition, a number of satellite meetings and social events took 

place. 
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http://teamfly2016.co.za/
http://teamfly2016.co.za/programme/
http://teamfly2016.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/AA.orals-and-posterslist14March.pdf
http://teamfly2016.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/AA.orals-and-posterslist14March.pdf
http://teamfly2016.co.za/excursions/


 

Members of the local organizing committee will also edit the proceedings of the symposium which 

will be published in a separate issue of a peer review journal (Journal of Applied Entomology).    

 

Marc De Meyer report 

Chair TEAM Steering Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A proposal for the organization of the next TEAM meeting in 2020 in France was presented by 

Valerie Balmes before the TEAM SC 

for approval.   Most probably, the 4th 

TEAM meeting site will be held at the 

resort town of La Grande Motte, one of 

the favorite resorts of the French.   
 

For more information: 

Valerie Balmes, Entomologiste 

Laboratoire de la santé des végétaux / Plant 

Health Laboratory.  Unité d'entomologie et 

plantes invasives - CBGP 

755 avenue du campus d'Agropolis, CS30016 

FR- 34988 Montferrier-sur-Lez Cedex 

lsv@anses.fr;  valerie.balmes@anses.fr 
 

Start practising your French 

mes amis...! 
La Grande Motte (Photo Wikipedia) 

Next TEAM Meeting 
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Download TEAM2016 

 Abstract Booklet (10 Mb) 

http://teamfly2016.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/TEAM-Abstracts-Book.pdf
http://teamfly2016.co.za/abstracts/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using photos to tell stories about the meeting and people  
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TEAM Awards 
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Awards for best student presentation 

 

Best oral presentation: 

Kolja Eckermann 

Georg-August-University Göttingen,  

Germany  

 

 

Best poster presentation: 

Welma Pieterse  

Dept. of Agriculture, Forestry  

& Fisheries, Stellenbosch,  

South Africa  

Recognition awards for Anna Malacrida and Giuliano Gasperi  

Department of Biology and Biotechnology, University of Pavia, Pavia, Italy 

http://genmic.unipv.eu/site/home/ricerca/scheda80004283.html
http://genmic.unipv.eu/site/en/home/people/faculty/scheda80004284.html


 

T
E

A
M

-2
0

16
 G

ro
u

p
 p

h
o

to
  (

C
re

d
it

 A
n

to
n

 J
o

rd
a

a
n

, 
S

te
ll

en
b

o
sc

h
 U

n
iv

er
si

ty
) 

FFN #33 

Page  12 



Predicted decrease in global climate suitability masks regional com-

plexity of invasive fruit fly species response to climate change 

Hill, M. P.; Bertelsmeier, C.; Clusella-Trullas, S.; et al.. 

Biological Invasions  18(4): 1105-1119, 2016 

 

Climate change affects the rate of insect invasions as well as the abundance, distribution and 
impacts of such invasions on a global scale. Among the principal analytical approaches to pre-
dicting and understanding future impacts of biological invasions are Species Distribution Mod-
els (SDMs), typically in the form of correlative Ecological Niche Models (ENMs). An underlying 
assumption of ENMs is that species-environment relationships remain preserved during ex-
trapolations in space and time, although this is widely criticised. The semi-mechanistic model-
ling platform, 
CLIMEX, em-
ploys a top-down 
approach using 
species ecophysi-
ological traits 
and is able to 
avoid some of 
the issues of ex-
trapolation, 
making it highly 
applicable to in-
vestigating bio-
logical invasions 
in the context of 
climate change.  

The tephritid fruit flies (Diptera: Tephritidae) comprise some of the most successful invasive 
species and serious economic pests around the world. Here we project 12 tephritid species 
CLIMEX models into future climate scenarios to examine overall patterns of climate suitability 
and forecast potential distributional changes for this group. We further compare the aggregate 
response of the group against species-specific responses. We then consider additional drivers 
of biological invasions to examine how invasion potential is influenced by climate, fruit pro-
duction and trade indices. Considering the group of tephritid species examined here, climate 
change is predicted to decrease global climate suitability and to shift the cumulative distribu-
tion poleward. However, when examining species-level patterns, the predominant directionali-
ty of range shifts for 11 of the 12 species is eastward.  

Most notably, management will need to consider regional changes in fruit fly species invasion 
potential where high fruit production, trade indices and predicted distributions of these flies 

overlap.  More.. 

Page  13 
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/296484306_Predicted_decrease_in_global_climate_suitability_masks_regional_complexity_of_invasive_fruit_fly_species_response_to_climate_change
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/296484306_Predicted_decrease_in_global_climate_suitability_masks_regional_complexity_of_invasive_fruit_fly_species_response_to_climate_change


Trend of Publication rates of 21 insect categories over 50 years 

Thomas Chouvenc and Nan-Yao Su 

American Entomologist • Volume 61, Number 4, 252-257, 2016 

 

Want to do a PhD or Postdoctorate in Australia? Then please read on… 

 

I am looking to recruit several new post-docs and PhD students to join my group to work on as-
pects of ecology and behaviour of fruit flies and their parasitoids or induced plant defence/silicon 
research in 2017.  We have excellent facilities and strong collaborations with several Universities 
to support a range of ideas including molecular and omic approaches. 

At this time I am seeking applicants for the Endeavour scheme that is funded by the Australian 
government.  Applications for Endeavour Research Fellowships (6 
months) and Postgraduate Scholarships (upto 4 years) close on 30 
June 2016. 

Interested candidates should contact me directly, by no later than 
end May 2016. 

 For further details, and to determine if you are from an eligible 
country, please see: Endeavour Programme/Scholarships & Fel-
lowships 

 Olivia Reynolds 

OPPORTUNITY 

A general trend that the number of ar-

ticles published in entomological sci-

ence has steadily increased over the 

past 50 years to reach record 

highs in publication rates during the 

last decade (e.g., 45.3 articles per week 

for mosquitoes, 19.4 articles per week 

for aphids, 12.3 articles per week for 

honey bees and  5.7 for tephritid fruit 

flies.).  More.. 

FFN #33 
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http://ae.oxfordjournals.org/
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/Endeavour%20program/Scholarships-and-Fellowships/Pages/default.aspx
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/Endeavour%20program/Scholarships-and-Fellowships/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:olivia.reynolds@dpi.nsw.gov.au
http://ae.oxfordjournals.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Members of the TAAO SC. Top row L-R: Mark Schutze, TAAO chair (Australia), Alvin Hee as 

Organizing Committee Chair for the 

First TAAO Symposium (Malaysia 

2016) (Malaysia), Zhihong Li 

(China), Tati Suryati Syamsudin 

(Indonesia), Sujinda Thanaphum 

(Thailand), Suksom Chinvinijkul 

(Thailand). Bottom row L-R: Suk 

Ling Wee (Malaysia) new member, 

Kenji Tsuruta (Japan), Bonifacio 

Cayabyab (Philippines), Sandeep 

Singh (India), Phil Taylor (Australia), Annastasia Priscilla Kawi (Papua New Guinea).   

Stepping down: Keng-Hong Tan  (Malaysia).  Thanks Dr Tan! 

New TEAM SC members  

New TAAO SC members 

New members:  Zinette Moussa of the Leba-

nese Agricultural Research Institute (Beirut, 

Lebanon), Antonis Augustinos, University 

of Patras (Greece), Vicente Navarro  Llopis, 

Universidad Politécnica de Valencia (Spain). 

 

Stepping down members: Nikolaos Papado-

poulos, Beatriz Sabater Munyoz and Ab-

deljelil Bakri. 

 

Aruna Manrakhan is the  new TEAM-NL 

editor. 
From left: Yoav, Nikos, Antonio, Marc, Helen, 

Francesca, Aruna (Photo: A. Bakri, 2016) 

FFN #33 

Three PhD opportunities  

On projects investigating preand postcopulatory sexual 
performance of Queensland fruit fly (Bactrocera tryoni).  
More...   

                                       (Closing Date: 30 June, 2016 at midnight) 
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https://gallery.mailchimp.com/787a6a52324717bbde26b82bb/files/Announcement.01.pdf
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On the News: Inside Africa CNN - video 
 

Sterilized fruit flies could save South Africa's crops 

 

 

 

More on mass rearing              

facilities in the                                         

World-Wide Directory of SIT    

Facilities  (DIRSIT) 

Why not send us a short story 

about your lab or your             

research project? 

Contributions received before               

30th October 2016 will be posted on the 

next FFN issue (#34) 
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 9th MEETING OF THE TEPHRITID 

WORKERS OF THE WESTERN HEMI-

SPHERE (TWWH 2016),  16-22 OCTOBER 

2016, BUENOS AIRES,  ARGENTINA. 

(Second announcement: En; Es) 
 

1st MEETING OF THE TEPHRITID 

WORKERS OF ASIA, AUSTRALIA, AND 

OCEANIA. (TAAO 2016) , 15-18 AUGUST 

2016, KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA. 

(Brochure) 
 

10th INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 

ON FRUIT FLIES OF ECONOMIC                

IMPORTANCE (ISFFEI 2018),                  

TAPACHULA, CHIAPAS, MEXICO. 

 

PREVIOUS FRUIT FLY MEETINGS 
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Newsletter 

BACK ISSUES 
 

 FFN 

 TEAM 

 TAAO 

 IPC 

KEEP YOUR TWD PROFILE   UPDATED  TO 

STAY ….. !                                 

TEPHRITID FRUIT FLY REGIONAL GROUPS  

Join the  

Tephritid worker’s 

group of your area 

…and be heard! 

http://9twwh.senasa.gob.ar
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Picture%20Gallery/TWWH/9thTWWH/segundo_anuncio-02.jpg
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Picture%20Gallery/TWWH/9thTWWH/segundo_anuncio-Es.jpg
http://www.taao2016.upm.edu.my/home.php
http://www.taao2016.upm.edu.my/file/doc1553299545.pdf
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/International-Fruit-Fly-Symposia.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/TEAM.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/TWWH.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/Fruit%20Fly%20News1.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/TEAM%20Newsletter.aspx
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Newsletters/Forms/TAAO%20Newsletter.aspx
http://www-naweb.iaea.org/nafa/ipc/public/newsletters-ipc.html
http://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/TAAO.aspx
http://9twwh.senasa.gob.ar/
http://www.taao2016.upm.edu.my/home.php
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx
https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/naipc/twd/Pages/Groups.aspx

